NOBEL
the igth September, 1841, No. 597, of His Majesty's command
that the foreigner Nobel shall be permitted to carry out experi-
ments in the methods he has discovered for destroying the enemy
at a considerable distance.
" Since then Nobel has been constantly occupied with the pre-
parations for these experiments, although he has been delayed
from bringing them to a conclusion by various causes, the chief
of which has been the fact that he himself has undertaken to devise
permanent sea-mines, in which matter he has now attained
exceedingly satisfactory results.
" Moreover, at the end of 1844 Nobel carried out in my presence
an experiment of blowing into the air a portion of land, by means of
a powder apparatus, which experiment proved perfectly successful.
" This system deserves special attention, in view of the simplicity
of the mechanism, as far as one can judge from a superficial
impression. A sapper unit could lay the mines in an allotted
section in a very short space of time, and an enemy attempting
to take up his position there would be threatened with annihilation.
These methods could be applied with particular advantage in the
following cases \
" i. In defiles, if the rearguard covering a retreat is hard pressed
by the enemy.
" 2. In villages which have to be abandoned to the enemy, and
through which it is essential for his artillery to pass.
" 3. In order to keep the enemy at such distance as may be
judged necessary from the approach to a bridge.
" 4. To strengthen the defences of a fortified position, when
.such position has been chosen pre-eminently on strategic grounds,
and offers no difficulties to hostile attacks.
"5. For defence against unexpected attacks upon isolated
£ortified positions, as, for instance, on the East Coast of the Black
Sea, and in similar places.
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